
 

 

The Fisher Way: Curriculum 
 
 
 
 

Successful and resilient learners who aspire to and achieve excellence 
Confident individuals who can explore and communicate effectively 

Responsible citizens who are active, loving and wise in all their endeavours 
 

Subject Astronomy 

Year Group Year 10 

Intent 

Successful and resilient learners: who can plan and conduct observations over a prolonged period, reacting to 
unforeseen circumstances to provide high quality reports. These observations will help explain the structure and 
evolution of the universe. 

Confident individuals: who can explain features of not only the night sky but also of phenomenon which occur within 
our solar system and beyond. 

Responsible citizens: whose understanding of the cosmos elevates them to celestial heights. 



 
 

Narrative 

 
By the end of year 10 learners will understand where the universe has come from. Including how the models we use to describe it 

have changed, why stars glow and why the moon doesn’t fly off into space. 
The work this year fits in well with the forces topics in Physics where they will already have learnt about Newton’s law of Gravitation. 
Going forward, this knowledge of stellar make-up will illuminate the path to understanding even the most enigmatic objects such as 

black holes and pulsars. 
 
 

Half term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Knowledge 
(topics 

studied) 
Early Models Solar Astronomy Solar Astronomy Sun, Earth, Moon Sun, Earth, Moon Planetary 

systems 

Key skills  

Explanations 
Analysis of past 

literature 
Critical thinking 

Research and 
literacy skills 
Application of 

knowledge 

Research and 
literacy skills 
Application of 

knowledge 

Observation of 
phases of the moon 

Reading tables 
Reading graphs with 

different scales 

Observation of 
phases of the moon 

Reading tables 
Reading graphs 

with different scales 

Equations 
Drawing diagrams 

making models 

Cultural capital 
Geocentric models 

of the universe 
How we can safely 

look at the sun 
How we can safely 

look at the sun 

Explaining solar 
eclipses and why they 

are so rare/special 

Explaining solar 
eclipses and why 

they are so 
rare/special 

Langragian points 
- the hidden spies 

watching Earth 
conspiracy. Or the 
idea of the planet 
Vulcan affecting 
the orbit of other 

planets 

Assessment 

 
End of topic test 

 
Coursework 

 
End of topic test 

 
Assessed Homework 

 
End of topic test 

 
End of year test 

 


